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Multiple Systems

Overview

The agents considered in this group appear to affect multiple systems.
However, this may simply reflect the present lack of understanding of these
host-parasite relationships Included in the group are three parvoviruses
(Kilham rat virus, H-l virus, and minute virus of mice), polyoma virus, and
the hantaviruses The hantaviruses are a group of closely related viruses
that occur primarily in wild rodents but that also have been found in labora-
tory rats, mainly in Japan and Europe Some of the hantaviruses cause
serious zoonotic infections in people

Kilham Rat Virus

Significance

There are few reports of natural disease or interference with research due
to this vims, but its high prevalence in rats and propensity for damaging
populations of replicating cells in vivo and in vitro make it a significant
pathogen.

Perspective

Kilham rat virus (KRV)* was discovered by Kilham and Olivier (1959)
during attempts to isolate a suspected oncogenic virus from rats with ex-

*NOTE Kilham and Olivier (1959) named this virus "Rat Virus (RV)" and that is its official
taxonomic name (Siegl et al, 1985) In this publication we have chosen to use the more
distinctive name Kilham Rat Virus (KRV), which is commonly used in the United States
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